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To subscribe to future editions of this newsletter, visit our website at 

www.crystallakeparks.org, choose Contact Us from the menu, select Get Connected, 

enter your email address and check Lake Lines Newsletter. 

Summer of 2016 is nearing its end.  As we enjoy the last few warm days and look forward to 

fall, itôs a great time to review whatôs been happening on and around Crystal Lake.  As you 

can see from our mission statement, the Crystal Lake Park District is dedicated to both the 

environmental and recreational aspects of our parks and open spaces.  The lake is a perfect 

example of managing many uses while working diligently to preserve the high quality of the 

water, fish and plant life. There are many opportunities to learn more about Crystal Lake ï 

look for links throughout the newsletter where you can delve deeper into many subjects. 

Enjoy this newsletter  ~  weôll see you at the lake! 

The mission of the Crystal Lake Park District is to enhance the lives of our 
residents by providing programs, services, facilities and open spaces that 
safely promote health, recreation and community in an environmentally and 

fiscally responsible manner.     
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Invasive Plant Spotlight: Common Reed Grass 
 
How can something so beautiful be so destructive? Common Reed Grass or 
Phragmites australis is a wetland grass widely distributed throughout the United 
States.  It is aggressive and will outcompete native plants and displace native 
animals.  Because of its height and distinctive, fluffy seed heads, Phragmites is easy 
to spot.  Phragmites grows readily in disturbed wetland areas, along streams, lakes, 
ponds and roadside ditches.  It is salt tolerant and is spread by seed, rhizomes 
(underground stems) and stolons (above ground sprouts.)  Phragmites can spread up 
to 30ô per year and reach 18ô in height.  As the plant dies back each fall, large 

concentrations of dense mats 
choke the ground, further 
diminishing wildlife habitat and 
making access into the affected 
area difficult. 
 
Phragmites is very difficult to 
control or eradicate.  Herbicides 
applied by a licensed applicator 
appear to be the best method of 
control.  Multiple applications are 
necessary to effectively eradicate 
a stand of Phragmites, and even 
then, success can be limited.  

Herbicide application is generally most effective when combined with other control 
strategies that target landscape 
issues that caused the Phragmites to initially establish in the area. 
 
The best way to combat Phragmites is to stop it from getting started in the first place 
by careful planning and implementation of projects that will disturb existing ground 
conditions within the watershed.   Infestations of Phragmites will reduce runoff, 
reduce water quality and encourage the establishment and spread of more 
Phragmites. 
 
Source:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  For more information, visit www.invasiveplants.net/
phragmites. 



 

 

Around the turn of the 20th century, Crystal Lake was known as a resort town. 
Chicagoans and other large city dwellers flocked to the hotels and summer 
cottages that surrounded beautiful Crystal Lake.  They came for blue skies, clear 
water, wonderful old trees, excellent bathing beaches, fine fishing, and good hotels. 
 
The Lake Shore House was built in 1900 by W.E. Prickett and Sons at a cost of 
$5,000.  It was situated on the north shore of the lake, and stood about 30feet  from 
the waterôs edge.  The June 14, 1900 Nunda Herald describes the hotel as follows:  
ñA 12-foot double-deck veranda adorns three sides of the house, giving 2,016 
square feet of porch room.  The house is two full stories with a large attic and 
basement,  The house contains twenty-three guest rooms, besides an office, parlor, 
dining room, kitchen, corridors and store-rooms...W.E. Prickett and Sons assure us 
that the conduct of the house will be first-class in every respecté.the terms are $2 
a day or $10 a week.ò 
 
In 1908, the Pricketts sold the Lake Shore House to Mrs. Wiltberger who 
immediately hired Robert Burr, a well-known local, to manage her hotel.  The new 
management team held a grand opening for the 1908 summer resort season. 
Guests and locals were treated to a sumptuous turkey dinner and entertained by 
musicians all day.  The hotel was festively decorated throughout with pink and white 
carnations. 
 
By the 1920ôs, the resort business was in decline.  Business continued to dwindle 
through the Depression years with World War II, bringing the end of the resort hotel 
era in Crystal Lake.  The Lake Shore House continued operating but more as a 
rooming house than for 
the resort trade.    In May, 
1982, the house was 
badly damaged by smoke 
from an electrical fire. 
Rather than rebuild, the 
owner decided to 
demolish the aging 
structure. 
 

Article reprinted from The 
Crystal Times, April 2002, with 
permission from the Crystal 
Lake Historical Society. 

Crystal Lake History:  the Lake Shore House Hotel Whatôs a Water Budget? 

Simply put, a water budget is the accounting of water that enters the lake versus 
water the leaves the lake.  The charts below show the actual water inputs and outputs 
measured in 2015.  The entire Lake Managerôs Annual Report, prepared by Hey and 
Associates, Inc., can be found in the Hot Topics Section at www.crystallakeparks.org.   

More than half the 
water that enters 
Crystal Lake comes 
through the Lippold 
Park Wetland 
Complex, which drains 
over 2,000 acres of 
land to the north of the 
lake. 

Most of the water 
leaving the lake is 
through infiltration, 
unmeasured ground-
water, and undiscov-
ered outlets.  Except 
for the severe drought 
years of 2012 and 
2005, the lake level 
has remained very 
constant. 


